Museum Centre
Karensminde
Programme for Spring and Summer

2020

Welcome to the Spring
& Summer Seasons
Welcome to Spring and Summer 2020 at Museum Center
Karensminde. Again, this year, we have the pleasure of
presenting an exciting and versatile programme filled with
creative, educational and fun experiences for children and
adults of all ages.
As always, this programme is a result of a close
collaboration with our volunteers Karensmindes Venner,
Besættelsessamling Grindsteds Venner and the museum’s
many other great collaborators.
Among the highlights in this programme are Easter at
the Karensminde where we celebrate and mark the many
traditions associated with the holidays, Spring Day, where
the cows dance in the green grass, the Garden and Hobby
Fair, where you will find inspiration for house and garden
and the Harvest, where we work together in the fields to
harvest the old-fashioned way.
Common for our many events is a desire among our
participants to communicate our local cultural history.
This year, the programme again contains a lot of information
about Museum Centre Karensminde, about the animals, the
buildings and the surrounding nature, which together set the
scene for a visit where our guests will gain insight to life on
a Danish meadow farm as it was in 1930 - 1950.
I look forward to welcoming you for hopefully many great
experiences at Museum Centre Karensminde.
Best regards,
Ole Bisbjerg
Head of Libraries, Citizen Service and Museums in Billund
Municipality
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Billund Municipality’s Museums is a state
authorised museum of cultural history, located
in Southern Jutland. The main subject of the
museum is the recent cultural history in Billund
Municipality, with a strong focus on agricultural
history, industrial history, the development of
the railway town and tourism. Furthermore,
the museum has a large collection with approx.
12,000 obejcts from the time of occupation.
News and updates on our website
billundmuseum.dk or
facebook.com/billundkommunesmuseer
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Museum Centre
Karensminde
Museum Centre Karensminde is an active agricultural
museum, where Danish farming life as it was in the period
between 1920 and 1950 comes alive. The farm is an
outstanding time capsule, as is the beautiful surrounding
nature. As a visitor, you will have an excellent opportunity
to follow everyday farming life through a series of
experiences and activities.
A visit to Karensminde is like stepping into another time.
You can go exploring all over the farm and in the many
rooms of the farmhouse, where stories from the old days
hide in every nook and cranny.

Is Your Name Karen?

If you share a name with the farm, you will gain
free entrance to Museum Centre Karensminde.
Since 1773, there has always been a Karen on
the farm. The last Karen, Karen Søgård (19292019), tells us that the farm got its name back
in 1914 in reminiscence of all the Karens that
have lived there.
All you have to do is show us your ID when you
visit, and you will be granted free admission.
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Activities Through
the Seasons
During the year, Karensminde is buzzing with activities
for the whole family. You can go to the woodshop, where
you can make toys from the old days; the blacksmith
where you can make iron hearts and tools; or you can
get creative with textile printing or glass mosaics in the
creative workshop. Why not visit the kitchen for a taste
of the delicacies cooking on the old cast iron stove?
Our volunteers and museum staff are happy to talk about
their work and share stories of the farm’s history. They
can tell you about how work was done on the farm and
about the many interesting people who have lived on the
farm.
Pack a lunch, see the exhibitions and enjoy a day with
your family filled with great experiences.

Plan Your Visit
On the museum website, you can gather practical information
concerning your visit: parking, wheel chair access, food and
beverages, visiting with a baby, dogs, etc.
You are welcome to contact us if you have any questions
regarding your visit.
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The Main House

Special Activity Days
The main house is usually buzzing on special activity days.
In the kitchen, there is a fire going in the old cast iron stove
and you can get a taste of the food, cooked from old recipes.
In the pantry, you can see how the shelves were decorated
in the old days and what the kitchen utensils and service
looked like, back when people were living on the farm.
In the living room, you will experience some of the old crafts
that women occupied their time with; weaving, bobbin lace
and knitting among others.
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The oldest parts of the main house are from the mid-19th century.
However, some remodelling has been done over the course of time.
The present décor, with furnishings, is from the late 1930s.
Electricity was installed at Karensminde in 1939, as shown by the
petroleum lamps turned into electrical lamps.

The Smithy

Special Activity Days
On a cold day, you can warm your hands by the furnace in the
smithy. Here, the children can work with the blacksmith and
make a small iron heart on the anvil. The smithy was built in
1992 and is run by Karensmindes Venner, the Karensminde
Volunteers.

The Woodshop

Special Activity Days

Bang, bang, bang! This noise tells you that you are
approaching the woodshop. Here, the children can build
wooden toys themselves with hammer and nails. It is also
possible to purchase lovely nest boxes and homemade apple
crates.
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The Horse Carriage
Special Activity Days

On special activity days, the whole family can relax
whilst being driven around the farm in the museum’s
horse carriage. The carriage is pulled by big workhorses
of an old Jutland breed. On this trip you will see the fields,
heath landscapes and the small forest.
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The Café (Kaffestuen)
Special Activity Days

The café is open on special activity days. Here, you can
enjoy a nice, home cooked meal, an open cheese sandwich
or coffee and cake. In the kitchen, the food is cooked from
old recipes, focusing on the season’s vegetables, fruits and
berries that grow on the farm.

The Barn

Special Activity Days
In the barn, you will find the famous waffle café, with the
popular Karensminde waffles. Enjoy these soft and crunchy
waffles, while watching the film A Year at Karensminde.
You are also welcome to enjoy your packed lunch in the
barn.
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The Creative Workshop
Special Activity Days
10am - 3.30pm

On the special activity days, we open up our creative
workshop. This is where children and adults alike can
try their abilities with various creative crafts.
The activities will vary and are adapted to the theme
of the activity day. You can find the creative workshop
in the old carriage house.
At billundmuseum.dk you can find a programme of the
activities in the creative workshop.

Activity Calendar

Easter

7th April 10am-4pm
Museum Centre
Karensminde

Visit the Museum Centre Karensminde on Tuesday
April 7th when we celebrate Easter by making
Easter decorations from creative patterns and
recipes.
Easter is all about eggs and we will show some of
the many traditions associated with the holidays. We
are going to paint eggs, do ‘æggetrantning’ and help
the Easter Bunny find his lost eggs around the farm.
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Lecture about April 9th 1940

16th April 7pm
The Magion Café
Admision fee 50 DKK. (incl. coffee and cake)
In 2020, it has been 80 years
since Denmark’s occupation.
On the 16th of April, the
Museum therefore invites you
to a lecture with Flemming
Søeborg, who has written
the book “April 9th – When
Denmark was occupied”. Come
and learn more about that
day, when German soldiers
attacked Denmark and
Norway during the so called
Weserübung Action.
You will also be able to hear
the chairman of the board for
the Museum, Harry Hansen,
tell us about his own memories
from the 9th of April 1940.

Mini exhibition

Magion Library
6th - 19th April

In relation to 80-year mark since the
occupation of Denmark, the Museum will
exhibit a few of the unique objects from
the occupation collection. The exhibition
is an extension of the two lectures on the
occupation in March as well as the lecture
about April 9th and furthermore offers a
look into the occupation and everyday life
in Denmark at the time.
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Activity Calendar

Open Showroom with the
opportunity for guided tours
19th April 10am - 4pm
Exhibition Building
Museum Centre Karensminde

On this Sunday, it’s one of the last chances to see
our prospects for the new Museum Centre before the
display is moved to another location.
There will be two free guided tours at 10am and at
11am, respectively – everybody is welcome, booking
is not required.
The building will be open until 4pm.
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Spring Day

26th April 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

Spring day is a very special day at the farm.
This year again, model airplane enthusiasts are here to
show us their beautiful planes and take them for a spin.
Spring Day is also laundry day! On the farm, this is done
by hand. It takes muscle power – are you up for it?
Read more: pages 16 and 17.
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Activity Calendar

Sheep
Sheraring
11am

We need to shear the sheep. At 11am, we start shearing the
thick wool. At the same time, you can see how the wool is
processed.
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The cows
are let out
to graze
1pm

It is time to let the cows out of the stables so they can
enjoy the wonderful spring. We are preparing all day –
and we invite you to help us!
When the cows are let out to graze, they jump and
dance of joy – they have been waiting for this day all
winter. A wonderful sight enjoyed by young and old.

At the end of April spring is visible
everywhere: Trees and wildflowers
blossom, frogs appear from hibernation
and lay eggs and butterflies are seen
dancing in the wind.

On the lookout
for spring
1pm - 3pm

After the cows are let out to graze
ranger Finn Lillethorup invites our guests
for a walk in the nature surrounding
Karensminde.
Here we are looking for signs of Spring
and have fun with a few games during
the walk.
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Activity Calendar

The liberation of Denmark
4th May 7pm - 9pm
Grindsted Church
Free entrance

We commemorate the fallen in WWII by placing
wreaths on the protected war graves in Grindsted
Cemetery.
Afterwards, there will be a commemorative
service in the church.
In collaboration with Besættelsessamling
Grindsteds Venner, Grindsted Church.
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Themed City Walk on the
occupation of Grindsted

13th May 6.30pm
Doktor Hansens Hus
Admision fee 50 DKK.

In 2020 it is 80 years since Denmark got occupied by
Germany on April 9th 1940, and in the beginning of May it’s
75 years since our liberation.
On this spring evening we will head back to the dim days
during the occupation in Grindsted during the 1940s, where
you will learn more about different aspects such as everyday
life, the resistance movement, Germans and other important
events. The city walk is in Danish.
Starting point:
Doktor Hansens Hus, Borgergade 27, 7200 Grindsted
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Activity Calendar

World Bee Day

20th May 4pm - 7pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

On this special day we will in collaboration with the local
beekeeper association mark the annual World Bee Day
designated by the UN in 2017.
The focus is on beekeeping and the importance of bees in our
agriculture.
You will learn more about honeybees and the many different
species of wild bees and their importance for pollination.
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You may also receive advice on
beekeeping, try on the bee suit and
come close to our beehives.
You’ll need no prior knowledge on
beekeeping to participate – everyone is
welcome.
Organizer:
Grindsted og Omegns Biavlerforening,
Karensmindes Venner og
Billund Kommunes Museer.
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Activity Calendar

Garden and Hobby Fair

14th June 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde
Admision fee 50 DKK.

The Garden and Hobby Fair is an annual event at Museum
Centre Karensminde.
Here, you can explore the many stalls with plants and
crafts and find inspiration for new outdoor and indoor
decorations.
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Lecture with
writer and
garden
journalist
Lars Lund
1pm

You will also find stalls with delicacies from local
producers, a tombola and samples of food with
ingredients from the kitchen garden.
There will be something to experience for all ages, so do
bring the whole family.
Today’s lecturer has more than 40 years of experience
on gardening with several published books on the
subject and participation in various TV broadcasts.
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Activity Calendar

Open-air Service

19th June 4.30pm
Museum Centre Karensminde
Free entrance
Everyone is welcome to our annual open-air church service
where the sermon has a special theme.
There will be music and song afterwards and you can buy
soup or grilled sausages – and of course coffee and tea.
It is a very special experience to gather under the open
sky and share a service and a nice meal.
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Midsummer’s eve at
Karensminde

23rd June 6pm
Museum Centre Karensminde
Free entrance

Join us for a cozy evening at the old museum farm
and learn more about traditions and superstition.
From 6pm you can enjoy a nice meal with your
family.
The Grindsted Amateur company will entertain
during the evening before the bonfire.
As per Danish tradition, we light the bonfire
later in the evening, around 8.30pm, and sing
the Midsummer song while the witch flies off to
Brocken Mountain.
There will also be a bonfire speech as is tradition.
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Activity Calendar

License to Pet

30th June and 1st July 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde
License
10.15am and
1pm

Do you have a pet at home? Or are you considering getting one?
Then a licence to pet from Karensminde is what you need. We
will teach you how to feed the animals, correct lifting, what to be
careful with when playing with them, and much more.
You will receive a licence as proof of your newfound practical
knowledge of animals.

It will be fun and festive
when the local folk dancers
invite the children to
dance. Shine your dancing
shoes and experience the
festive activities as when
grandad was young.
11.30a.m. and 12.30p.m.
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Horse-drawn carriage

Every Tuesday in July 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde
Every Tuesday in July we round off the day by inviting our
guests on a horse-drawn carriage in the beautiful cultural
landscape.
The excursion will take about two hours from 4pm - 6pm
with the possibility of buying dinner afterwards.
Prices:
Adults: 75 DKK (125 DKK with dinner)
Children 30 DKK (75 DKK with dinner)
Last chance for registration is 12 noon at the very day.
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Activity Calendar

Woolen Sheep

7th and 8th July 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

It is time to shear the sheep! When the shepherd has
gathered the sheep, we catch a few who are ready to
have their thick woollen fur sheared. The sheep are
sheared at 11.30am and 1.30pm.
In the courtyard you can learn more about the cultural
history of the sheep and experience how the wool is
processed, when the yarn ladies are ready to spin the
wool to yarn and show you how to colour the yarn using
plant dye to make beautiful colours.
Tuesday is rounded off with a horse-drawn carriage in
the beautiful cultural landscape with the possibility of
buying dinner afterwards.
Read more on page 27.
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Honey and Jam

14th and 15th July 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

The berries in our garden are ripe and ready to be turned into
jam. There might even be a few berries for you to taste.
Our beekeepers will spin the honey so it is ready to be put in
jars, and in the barn, you can learn how to play carom from
skilled supervisors.
There will also be exciting activities for children in the creative
workshop.
Tuesday is rounded off with a horse-drawn carriage in the
beautiful cultural landscape with the possibility of buying
dinner afterwards.
Read more on page 27.
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Activity Calendar

Old Crafts

21st and 22nd July
10am - 4pm
Museum Centre
Karensminde
We have gathered a group of talented wood artisans. A carver
shows us how to use an axe to carve the prettiest things. He also
shows how to use different tools to carve the wood.
You can also experience the fine crafts of weavery who makes
basketry.
We will make bird’s houses, apple crates and many other things in
the wood shop all day - come join the fun!

Tuesday is rounded off with a horse-drawn carriage in the
beautiful cultural landscape with the possibility of buying
dinner afterwards.
Read more on page 27.
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Dairy History

28th and 29th July 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

On the farm, we make our dairy products
the old-fashioned way.
We pour the soured cream into the
butter churner – and let our muscles do
the work.
Anyone can follow the process, from
pouring the cream into the churner, to
kneading the butter and packing.
You can even try churning the butter
yourself! It takes hard work and strong
arms – be prepared to use those muscles!
Tuesday is rounded off with a horsedrawn carriage in the beautiful cultural
landscape with the possibility of buying
dinner afterwards.
Read more on page 27.
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The Harvest

2nd and 4th August 10am - 4pm
Museum Centre Karensminde

We revive the old-fashioned harvest, and everyone is involved which
means that the farm will be buzzing with activity and life. At 11am the
farm hands go to the field, where they reap the grain with scythes.
The women walk behind and gather the grains stalks in reaves. We use
the strong Jutland Horses in the fieldwork.
On Sunday 2nd a group of folk dancers join the harvest day and invite
you all to join the dance. The harvest days are always a couple of
wearying – but joyous days.
Tuesday 4th of August we also brew beer.
We brew beer from the old recipes, so it will taste like in the good
old days. There will be ample opportunity to gather samples. Get
inspiration to brew at home, expand your knowledge of beer and give
your taste buds an experience.
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Lecture:
Revision of the
Museum Collection

19th August 6pm - 7.30pm
The Magion Café
Admision fee 50 DKK. (Incl. coffee and cake)
On this evening you have the chance to learn more
about some of the nonpublic work happening at a
museum.
Billund Kommune Museer is sharpening and
streamlining its collection based on its museological
focus and responsibility.
Curator, Jonas Ruskjær, will elaborate the ongoing
revision and take you through it step-by-step.
The lecture is in Danish.
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Activity Calendar

Themed evening
School History in Grindsted

26th August 6.30pm
Doktor Hansens Hus
Admision fee 50 DKK

The first school in Grindsted dates more than 275 years
back. It was placed next to the church which seemed
obvious since the clerk was the teacher. In the beginning
of the 20th century Grindsted got its first private school
in Vestergade. Since then came two public schools, a
business college, a high school and several others.
Today Grindsted is profiled as an education city and on
this August evening on the 26th we will learn the story
about the many educational institutions. The themed
evening is in Danish.
Starting point:
Doktor Hansens Hus, Borgergade 27, 7200 Grindsted

34

Dragoons from Holstebro

29th August
Grindsted Church
Free entrance

On Saturday the 29th of August the Dragoons
from Holstebro visit Grindsted Cemetery on the
annual remembrance of the death of Knud Børge
Madsen.
Further information about the ceremony and
start time will be announced on the museum
webpage.
Organizer:
Dragonerne fra Holstebro, Grindsted Kirke og
Besættelsessamling Grindsteds Venner.
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Something to look
forward to in Autumn
and Winter at Museum
Centre Karensminde
The programme for autumn and winter offers many
activities. Among others, you can experience:
•
•
•
•

Historical Agricultural Show 13th September
Autumn Holidays 13th - 15th October
New exhibition - ’SPOR af bessættelsen’ 1st
December
Cristmas Market 5th and 6th December

Guide to memorials
from World War 2

World War 2 and the occupation is the period in Danish
history which has given rise to most memorials in
Denmark. The memorials especially honor the resistance
movement and the allied airplanes that crashed in
Denmark. It is very common that a certain culture is
connected to the memorials which help keep a common
memory alive about the person or event that transpired.
With this guide, we wish to shine a light on the World War
2 memorials in Billund Kommune. They remind us of our
common history, identity and heritage.
At each memorial, we have told the story of the individual
memorial, the appertaining local history as well as the
national or international history during World War 2 that
can be connected to the memorial.
The guide is available for download on iOS and Android
in the app called Useeum and can also be read in paper
format.
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Historical Animal Breeds
At Museum Centre Karensminde, you can experience Danish
farming as it was in the 1920s-1950s. In the interwar
period a livestock of many different animals of historical
breed characterised farm life.
At Karensminde, you can experience many of the historical
breeds. The livestock at Karensminde was primarily cattle.
Before farming was mechanised with tractors, the horses
pulled the heavy loads. Especially the Jutland Horse
breed was used in the fieldwork. Therefore, we use the
Jutland Horse breed in the run of the farm to this day.
Other historical breeds at Karensminde are the sheep, the
chickens and the pigs.
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At Museum Centre Karensminde, there are plenty of
opportunities to get close to the animals. Some days you
can help gather the eggs from the hen house or take a
walk in the stables and see the pigs – they often have
piglets. You can pet the bunnies, snuggling in their cages,
or meet the goats who are always hungry for some fresh
grass.
When we hitch our big Jutland Horses to the carriage, you
can come along on a carriage ride through the fields and
the heath.

The Nature Surrounding
Karensminde
The nature around Karensminde is grand and offers a variety
of landscapes: the moor, the creek, the meadow and the
meadow irrigation systems, plantation and crops.
The moor is a manmade cultural landscape and is a result
of deforestation and ungroomed soil. The meadow provided
grass for the cattle, horses, goats and sheep and was
harvested for winter fodder.
Around 1870, a meadow irrigation system was established
at Karensminde. The irrigation happened several times
a year by irrigating one piece of land for a duration of
two weeks each. The meadow irrigation brought many
advantages. The water was used as protection against frost
and draught and added fertiliser and oxygen to the soil.
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There is a plantation at Karensminde on the sandy
grounds south of the farm, where the soil was too
poorly for agricultural use. The plantation consists of
mainly pine trees from original planting in 1899 and
newer plantings after the turn of the millennium.
Around Museum Centre Karensminde, Billund
Municipality has established a system of paths to the
Meadow Lake, Sønderby Hede and Lindegården. You
can read more about these on the information sign by
the parking lot.

Centipede Park
We have transformed a lot of trees into a big area called
the Centipede Park. Here children can play, balance and
move around.
The name of the activity park derives from the look of the
many trees and branches that looks like a centipede, if you
use your imagination.
You must concentrate when you climb and balance your
way through the Centipede Park. There are also different
kinds of small playhouses.
The Centipede Park is right next to our stack barn where
you can enjoy your picnic basket.
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Volunteer Societies
Karensmindes Venner
Karensminde Volunteers
Karensmindes Venner plays an active part in running the
museum farm, in collaboration with Billund Municipality’s
Museums. The volunteers own and help with the care
of the animals on a daily basis, they run the kitchen, the
woodshop and the smithy on activity days, as well as
work in the fields, do repair work and minor maintenance
of the buildings.
You can read more about this society on the website:
karensmindes-venner.dk (Danish only).

Besættelsessamling
Grindsteds Venner
The Volunteers for the Occupation Collection
Besættelsessamling Grindsteds Venner relates the
history of the occupation period in and around Grindsted,
in collaboration with Billund Municipality’s Museums.
The society and the museum have a number of events
connected to the Occupation Collection.
The society’s primary aim is to bring the Occupation
Collection into the light and preserve the memory of the
German occupation for future generations.
You can read more on the society’s website: begv.dk
(Danish only)

Thanks!

We would like to thank all our collaborators and active
volunteers, who play a vital role in the creation of the
many exciting cultural events that we can present in the
spring and summer of 2020.
A special thanks to photographer Kaare Sandal Nissen
and Anette Sofia Svejstrup, for kindly lending us photos
for this year’s programme.
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Opening Hours
Spring and Summer 2020

Museum Centre Karensminde
Agricultural history dating from ca. 1920 to 1950.
Morsbølvej 102 · 7200 Grindsted

April
May

Open Holidays and
Weekends

June
July

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Open all Days

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Find more information about special activity days inside the
programme.

Entrance
Adult 40 DKK.
Children under 18 free entrance.
Group discount 50 %, min. 10 persons on regular opening days.
Guided tour 400 DKK.
Guided tours must be booked at least 10 days prior to visit.
Activities in the creative workshop 5-25 DKK.

Billund Municipality’s Museums
Administration
Tel. +45 79 72 74 90 · Email museet@billund.dk
Tinghusgade 15 · 7200 Grindsted

billundmuseum.dk

facebook.com/billundkommunesmuseer

Changes may apply

August

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

